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Reconstructing Traditional Small Craft of British C olumbia

Part IV: The Fraser River Sailing Gillnetters

by Charles D. Moore

Figure 1. Fraser River sailing gillnetters aftboto ca. 1910.

The Fraser River sailing gillnetter s the largest of the traditional craft examined in this series. At 25 feet in
length with a beam of about 7 1/2 feet, it neared the upper limit for a working boat that could be effectively rowed
by two people. For on-the-water programming a gillnetter would be the "queen" of a small craft fleet offering an
exciting sailing experience with a relatively large rig and, as demonstrated by the Bristol Bay boat at the Seattle
Centre for Wooden Boats, with capacity for sail training of groups of youths or the physically disabled.

Sailing salmon gillnetters were used on the West Coast to fish for Pacific salmon from northern California to
Bristol Bay, Alaska. They worked the sometimes wild waters at the outlets of salmon bearing streams and rivers,
appearing first in the Sacramento River estuary around 1868. Sailing gillnetters continued in use in more remote
areas long after the introduction of the gas engine thanks to local regulations that prohibited the use of powered
boats and the influence of the cannery owners who owned the sailing fleets. For instance, in the northern rivers
of British Columbia such as the Skeena and Nass they were used into the 1930s, and in Alaska they were used
until 1951.

Sailing gillnetters of the Pacific Coast can generally be described as round-bottomed, double-ended sailing boats
with a fine entrance, a single mast, large centerboard, and removable rudder. They always had a 2-person crew
consisting of the fisherman and a "puller”. Fish bins were located either side of the centerboard case. There was
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a large open area aft for the fisherman and his net, and another space forward mostly covered by fore deck.
Typically, the deck extended around the sides including a small deck aft to enclose a large oval working space.

The round-bottomed boats were sturdier, more seaworthy, and had more capacity (for both fish and nets) than
the various flat-bottomed boats used for gillnetting, including the Fraser River skiffs we looked at in Part Il of this
series. Through the late nineteenth century the gill nets grew longer and deeper (and much heavier, being made
of cotton), while simultaneously the boats began to move farther downstream to more exposed and dangerous
grounds. These twin demands lead to round-bottomed sailing gillnetters largely replacing the skiffs, despite
greater cost: in 1901 on the Fraser, a new, fully outfitted sailing gillnetter cost $180 versus $70 for a skiff.

The size of sailing gillnetters tended to grow with time and
geography as the focus of salmon fishing moved northward. The
early boats on Suison Bay at the mouth of the Sacramento River
were perhaps between 15 and 23 feet long. They first appeared in
the Columbia River fishery in 1870; the largest boats on that river
were around 28 feet in length, with most falling in the 24 to 26 foot
range. Here the type evolved in form as well. Although form is
difficult to measure, certainly one trend on the Columbia was for
boats to become broader and shallower towards the end of the
S : century. Up to 2,500 sailing gillnetters were used on the Columbia
A : River in one season, most built in or near Astoria at the river's

s SN e mouth. The numbers and importance of boats built for and

Figure 2. Sailing gillnetter under construction in €Xported from the lower Columbia ensured that the type became
Astoria in 1940s. commonly referred to as the Columbia River sailing gillnetter
wherever it was used. Beginning in 1896 the Columbia River

sailing gillnetters were being shipped to Alaska. By the 1930s, long after the gillnetters used on the Columbia
River had all been converted to power, the sailing gillnetters in Alaska became known as Bristol Bay boats. Built
in three major boat-building centres, Astoria, San Francisco, and Seattle, the Bristol Bay boats were the largest of
the sailing gillnetters, ranging between 28 and 30 feet in length. The only sailing salmon gillnetters known to
survive today are Bristol Bay boats.

On the Fraser River the round-bottomed sailing gillnetter first appeared in 1889. These boats were between 24
and 26 feet in length, were of the standard layout described above, and were and are often described as
"Columbia River type". But a cursory examination of photographs reveals some obvious differences. Whereas
boats used everywhere in U.S. waters invariably had a single sprit sail on an unstayed mast that was often
unstepped while fishing, the sailing gilinetter on the Fraser and on salmon gillnetting grounds in northern British
Columbia typically used a gaff sail on a mast with standing rigging and a jib tacked to a bowsprit. The Fraser
River sailing gillnetter, particularly in the early years, was often lap-straked, a method never used for a Columbia
River boat. Photographs hint at important differences in hull shape as well, with the boats in British Columbia
appearing to be finer at the ends.

The differences evident in photographs of boats taken either side of the border match one historic interpretation
which makes an important distinction between how the salmon canning industry evolved in the U.S. versus
Canada. Where the source of capital, technology, labour and craftsmen in the salmon canning industry south of
the border originated in San Francisco and leapfrogged north as salmon runs became depleted, the early salmon
canning industry in British Columbia was more dependent on London for capital and on eastern sources for
technology, labour and craftsmen. While the sailing gillnetter originating on the Sacramento (I believe) was
initially a hybrid of the Whitehall-style boats used previously to fish for salmon on that river and the Italian
"felucca” types used on San Francisco Bay, we know that the boats on the Fraser River were first introduced by
one man, William Watts (whose boat-building operation later became Vancouver Shipyard). As Vancouver
developed (late) into a centre for the maritime finance and technology it became a boat-building centre with its
boat-building yards along with Steveston's supplying boats based on Watt's model for canneries along the BC
coast.

William Watts came from Collingwood, Georgian Bay, where his father had introduced the double-ended
Collingwood skiff. Not only does Watts claim that his boats for the salmon fishery on this coast were based on
the Collingwood skiff, but photographs confirm that Collingwood skiffs (though often larger) were similarly shaped,
employed stayed gaff rigs with jibs on bowsprits, and usually, though not exclusively, were lap-strake built.
William Watts Sr. had emigrated from county Sligo, northwestern Ireland, where various related double-ended

boats are known according to local variations as "dronthiems", "sgoths" and yawls. These Irish boats in turn grew
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out of a Scandinavian tradition perhaps in the early 19th century, taking after Norwegian types particularly the
Oselvar.

| think we are completely justified in calling the type of sailing gillnetter used on Fraser River and elsewhere in
British Columbia the "Fraser River sailing gillnetter”, to distinguish it from the line of sailing gillnetters that was
introduced and evolved, respectively, on the Sacramento and Columbia rivers. We may furthermore claim
through these boats a distinct boatbuilding lineage that may be traced across Canada from Ireland and
Scandinavia. There were many other builders besides Watts of course who built sailing gillnetters in BC; the
boats were not identical and continued to evolve to meet the specific local demands of the fishery and
environment, but the basic model followed was Watts', regardless of whether the builder had been trained in
North America, Europe, or Japan.

Previous proposals for building replica sailing gillnetters in British Columbia have always looked to the Columbia

River type as a model, which (because no Columbia River sailing gillnetter has survived either) is really a Bristol

Bay model (including Chapelles' "Columbia River Gill Net Boat" in American Small Sailing Craft). With no

surviving Fraser River sailing gillnetters, or plans, or models available, is there an alternative approach for the
next time someone thinks of building a "replica” sailing
gillnetter in British Columbia?

- - / | suggest we are able to specify a design envelope for
Y a boat that recreates with reasonable historic
accuracy a Fraser River sailing gillnetter by drawing a
. ) series of sources together, including: a handful of
t documentary sources listing basic dimensions of
f sailing gillnetters used on the Fraser and the northern
BC coast; lines taken from related boats built on the
Great Lakes and Ireland; and historic photographs of

: : . the boats in use on the West Coast.
Figure 3. Fraser River sailing ) . . L
gillnetter profile with average of The list of historic references to size is a short one so |
£ dimensions taken proportionally will list it entirely. They include Watt's own description
from historic photographs, of his first boats at 25 feet in length with 7 1/2 foot
y assuming hulls of 25 foot length beam. Canner Bell-Irving later describes two series of
). and 7172 foot beam. boats he purchased for northern canneries in 1896,

both again 25 feet in length, one 6' 10 " in beam with a
- depth of 2' 2", the other 6' 8" in beam with a depth of
2' 6". We have a much more complete list of
dimension for boats on the Columbia and also some
Nmisge L - from Georgian Bay. Comparing length to beam (L/B)
T — e shows no great discrepancy between Columbia River
_ sailing gillnetters, with an average L/B of 3.62 (with a
—_— j range between 3.29 and 4.08) and those built in B.C.
By ol with an average L/B of 3.45 (range 3.22 to 3.61), but it
SR - shows that the BC boats were proportionally a little
- ' wider than the boats from the Columbia. Furthermore,
the B.C. boats more closely match those built on the
Great Lakes, primarily Georgian Bay, for which | have calculated an average L/B of 3.40 (range 3.13 to 3.73). In
depth, the B.C. boats are a close match with the other West Coast gillnetters, although again in terms of
proportion, specifically beam to depth (B/D), they more closely align with the eastern lake boats. The average
B/D is as follows: B.C. boats, 2.80 (2.68 to 2.91); Columbia River boats, 3.04 (2.60 to 3.38); Lakes boats, 2.80
(2.46 to 3.60).

Photographic evidence for the Fraser River sailing gillnetter is fairly extensive if variable in utility. | was able to
get some useful information out of 40 historic photographs from various local archives and collections. Some
good detail is available with respect to rig and deck layout and construction. Conspicuous aspects of construction
are apparent including whether a hull is built lap strake or carvel, and which type of construction became
predominate over time (carvel came to completely supplant lapstrake). However, interior construction details are
not evident. Without confirmation from photographs we must rely on documentary sources that tell us the
Columbia River sailing gillnetters were built with a plank keel and no keelson (as the Bristol Bay boats are) and
that the Fraser River gillnetters were built with a deeper scantling keel and keelson (like the Great Lakes boats
were).
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One of the first questions to test photographically was how variable were the boats in size and shape? Two of the
largest yards, Watts' and Andy Wallace's (whose operation was later Burrard Drydock) built their boats on molds,
but the boats coming out of smaller yards might come in as many shapes as there were yards. One photo
provided a means of measuring this: the image (taken around 1913) shows a string of eight boats in nice
measurable profiles being towed down the Fraser by a gas boat. The variability in hull length is 10% and the
variability in mast height is 24%.

Choosing the most "orthographic" views of rig in other photos we are able to confirm that rigs came in two size
groupings. Measurement is proportional to an assumed length of hull (25 feet), or breadth (7.5 feet), or relative to
another element of rig. The measurements for the taller (most numerous rigs) were surprisingly consistent, the
averages of which have also been presented in Figure 3 (previous page) along with a hull utilizing stem and stern
rakes averaged from photographs. The lower stern post is curved to reflect the indirect evidence of rudder shape
(another contrast with the Columbia River boats which seem always to have a straight stern post).

What photos are less useful in showing us is anything about hull shape, although we can get a good idea about
how fine the ends at the deck are by examining some photographs taken from a high angle over the deck. Here
we notice that the ends of various BC boats have "1/2 entrance angles" at deck of between 30° and 40°. This
compares well with an average for Lakes boats that can be measured from lines drawings at an average of 36°
(range 30° to 45°) in sharp contrast to the Columbia River boats which exhibit much greater flare with an average
angle of 48° (range 43° to 56°). If the correlation between the Fraser River sailing gillnetters and the Lakes boats
is further reflected in hull shape we might find that the B.C. boats have the Lake boats' "full" hull mid-section of
about 87% (range 87 - 88%), bilge curvature (expressed as radius/beam) of 17% (range 16 - 18%), and with "flat"
midsection deadrise of about 4° (range 3.5° to 4°), in contrast to the average for the Columbia boats with a mid-
section of 81% (range 78 - 86%), bilge 21% (range 17 - 25%) and more rising floors of 12° (range 6.5° to 18°).
Unfortunately, none of the photographs of boats in the Fraser River is going to reveal any of this information.
However, we do have one remarkable photo which holds terrific potential for useful data.

l The photograph is one taken at Vancouver Shipyard some
time after 1902. Behind William Watts and his 22 posed
workers are two inverted boat-like shapes. With closer exam-
ination these are clearly two forms or molds upon which Watts
would have built his gillnetters. These were molds that
enabled his crew to plank a boat in an incredible 1 1/2 hours.
Because the transverse frames of the form are visible beneath
the outer battens it may be possible eventually to reconstruct
lines from this photograph. For now it is sufficient to determine
that the deadrise is no more than 6°, and the bilge curvature is
probably about 15%. This confirms that in terms of hull shape
Watt's boat has a much greater resemblance to the boats of
the Great Lakes than the gillnetters used in American waters
Figure 4. Comparison of midsections: Columbia Rive of the Pacific. Figure 4 (left) compares the hull section of a

sailing gillnetter on left, Collingwood skiff ongfnt. Columbia River sailing gillnetter with that of a Watts boat from
Collingwood.

The people of Collingwood managed to build a replica skiff in 1995 (see WoodenBoat #130, 1996). The
dronthiem is currently enjoying a revival, complete with regular races in Northern Ireland (see Maritime Life and
Traditions #4, 1999). An original Oselvar is part of the traditional small craft fleet on the water and ready to row
and sail at the Museum in Roskilde, Denmark. When the time comes for us in British Columbia to finally
undertake a reconstruction of a Fraser River sailing gillnetter, it is my hope that we will not let a little thing like not
having a boat or plans to work from stand in the way of our building a boat that looks to its true lineage. By not
looking to the Bristol Bay boat as a model, but rather using the best information we have from historic documents
and photographs in British Columbia, and referencing these with comparable boats from the Great Lakes and
even Ireland, we could build a boat that would take its proper place in a contemporary reawakening of a specific
boat building tradition that once threaded its way across half the globe.

Next issue we turn to the last, the smallest, but not the least of the traditional boats we will look at in this series,
the Georgia Strait handliner.

CDM
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A Visitor's Impression of the Wooden Boat Scene

on Canada’s East Coast

Part One: Newfoundland
By Gerry Stensgaard

| was fortunate to spend September 2007 touring
Newfoundland, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island. The
rich maritime history of this part of the world is the stuff of
legends, so much so that the image of the Nova Scotia
fishing schooner Bluenose appears on each and every
Canadian dime. As a certified boat nut, | am always on the
lookout for interesting boats of all kinds, but particularly
traditional wooden boats. | was gratified to find that although
fiberglass and metal boats are common in the region,
operational wooden boats are also well represented.

Our tour started off in St. John’s, Newfoundland. One of our
first stops was a visit to “The Rooms”, which is the provincial
Photo by Gerry Stensgaard MUS€UM. Among the many interesting exhibits in this
magnificent modern building, | was delighted to find boat

builder Jerome Canning hard at work building a traditional inshore fishing boat, which he called a “Rodney”.
Announcing my Oarlock and Sail credentials, | was invited behind the rope barrier for a close look at the nearly
completed boat. The hull form resembled that of the “Toulinguet boat” portrayed in figure 87 on page 224 of H.I.
Chapelle’s American Small Sailing Craft. The nicely modelled carvel hull was planked with pine, on sawn frames
of spruce (see Figure 1 above). These two woods also served for all other parts of the hull, except for the keel,
which was of Douglas fir imported from BC. Somewhat surprisingly, the pine and spruce, which are the only
viable options provided by the Newfoundland forests, provide a reasonable service life in the local climate.

On subsequent day trips out of St. John’s to various
villages around the Avalon Peninsula, and later on our
journey up to the northern tip of the province, | observed
many nice examples of motorized (and a few non-
motorized) Rodneys moored in harbours or sitting in
yards (see Figure 2 at left). These boats were evidently
employed in the limited inshore fisheries that Atlantic cod
stocks currently allow. All Rodneys seen were open
boats, 15 to 20 feet long, and all were equipped with
inboard engines. The other type of small craft that was
commonly seen was the traditional Banks rowing dory. |
surmised that these were used primarily as dinghies for
getting out to larger boats anchored or on moorings.

! Almost without exception, the dories of Newfoundland are
~“=a= painted a deep yellow buff, with green trim and thwarts.

= “Z#& Folk art models painted in the same colours are

" Photo by Susan Stensgaardibiquitous in gift shops throughout the province.

In addition to the small craft described above, we also
observed numerous examples of larger wooden boats of the general “lobster boat” type that are commonly
associated with Nova Scotia and Maine. These boats appeared to be well maintained to “working boat
standards”. To my eye, the Newfoundland boats, which were engaged in various fisheries, looked “chunkier” than
the mainland variety. Most notable were their higher and fuller bows, no doubt an adaptation to sea conditions
encountered around the shores of Newfoundland.
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One thing that strikes a BC visitor to Newfoundland is the almost total absence not only of marinas as we know
them, but indeed of pleasure boats as well. In two weeks of travel around the province, the sailboats sighted
could be counted on the fingers of one hand. Pleasure boats in general amounted to not much more than two
hands worth. It is clear that on “the rock”, boats are tools, not playthings. This seems to arise from the region’s
long history as a fishing centre, combined with a rather hostile marine environment which does not encourage
seafaring as a leisure activity. Nonetheless, there are many sheltered bays and coves of great beauty which invite
exploration, and we experienced many days that would have permitted a pleasant outing in a small rowing or
sailing craft. | would have jumped at the chance to try out a Rodney or dory, but no such opportunities seem to
exist. Perhaps as the Newfoundland economy redefines itself in a world with greatly reduced cod stocks, some
activity of this sort will emerge.

Next installment: Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island. GS

Down at the Shop
By Bill Boyd

The new year will see a renewed effort to get our current restoration
project, the 16-foot rowing boat D’Arcy, completed by the Spring. Over
the past year, a lot has been accomplished in the removal of old paint
as well as repairs to the more obvious structural elements that needed
attention. Rot in the stern was dealt with by cutting out the affected
pieces of transom and associated cedar planking, then carefully
replacing these with new wood. The old piece of transom served as a
rough template, particularly for the taking off of the bevels, and new
plank ends were scarphed in to create a new stern which will hopefully
keep the water out. At her forward end, the garboards had opened up
along the keel rabbet, so these were pulled in and re-nailed using 2"
ring nails and good old 3M 5200 sealant. It was interesting to see how
pliable the garboards became after a very dry boat, which had been
stored in a garage for 7 years, had a chance to “take up” moisture for a
couple of months in our well ventilated west coast boat shop.

There are many smaller jobs to complete on D’Arcy for 2008. The
gunwales require strengthening and three new sets of raised oarlock
pads need to be installed. A third set of oars are also required to
complement the two pair built in 2007. After new thwart risers are in
place, we will need to replace the original seats and stern sheets. A
final sanding in preparation for interior painting is not far off.

An interesting feature that seems characteristic of all the Darrie Carter boats that I've seen so far is the backrest
that sits in two 1-inch holes, drilled at the appropriate angle in the stern sheets. This signature backrest is clearly
visible in the photo at left of another DH Carter boat, a 10-footer owned by an OLAS club member. The previous
owner of D’Arcy well remembers her mother sitting in the stern resting comfortably against this fixture. Due to
D’Arcy’s rather low transom profile, some such support would be necessary for the long term comfort of a
passenger and/or navigator. | would like to restore this feature to the D’Arcy.

So as you can see, there are plenty of interesting projects to be completed on D’Arcy, each one shedding more
light on the mysteries of wooden boat construction. Please come out, become a museum volunteer, and help the
Oarlock and Sail re-launch an old classic.

The shop also is in need of a bandsaw. | think our old bench mounted unit has terminal bearing problems as the
blade does not track properly, no matter how much tweaking is done.

BB
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
and mutterings

The Oarlock and Sail Wooden Boat Club is pleased to announce

David Fukuhara
presenting a hands-on workshop on the ancient art of knot tying

February 21, 2008 at 7:30 PM at the Vancouver Marit ime Museum

David is a member of the International Guild of Knot Tiers and a well known expert in the art of
maritime knots. He has been involved in training Sea Cadets and demonstrating at the Granville
Island Wooden Boat Festival for many years.

Non-members are welcome. The Vancouver Maritime Museum is located at:
1905 Ogden Avenue, on the shore of Kitsilano Point Between Kitsilano Beach and Vanier Park.
Look for the large A-frame building that houses The RCMP ship St. Roch.

Confirmation has been received of a 3-day boatbuilding workshop  for the
Gibsons Landing Fibre Arts Festival  this August. The GLFAF attracts internat-
ional presenters and students. This major annual festival offers hands-on work-
shops, technical demonstrations, lectures, public sales booths for artisans, and a
large professionally-curated juried exhibition. Course information for 2008 will be
posted at www.gibsonslandingdfibrearts.com by the end of February. Registration
for this and other 2008 courses will be available April 1°.

Photo by Joel Johnstone

OLAS member Colin Masson has an article in the January 2008 issue of PACIFIC YACHTING magazine
"Reflections On Rowing To Work"  that is a greatly expanded and revised version of an article first published in
this newsletter. Ckeck it out. The article is headed by a great photo of Colin and "the Bus" making good time in
rough water and wind. Colin is helping to preserve the traditions and skills of wooden boating by his care and
maintenance of the "Bus Bailey" Luoma-built rowboat that co-stars with him in this article, and by his publication
of a thought-provoking article in a wide-circulation mainstream magazine. Colin has had to ask questions and
learn some traditional skills (and some not-so-traditional epoxy-related skills) to be able to maintain his 1937-
vintage handliner rowboat in good condition for use. Although use imposes wear-and-tear, it also ensures routine
maintenance and continued valuation of a boat because it is contributing to the qualitiy of ones life in a way no
other object can.

Mark Reuten, a professional boatbuilder who worked out of the Granville Island Brewery Creek boatshop as
"Clinker Boatworks" and was an OLAS member before setting up shop on Vancouver Island, has recently
completed a restoration of a wide-board Peterborough-type canoe built by Walter Walker. For those of you who
don't know about Walter Walker, he is a Canadian Institution all in himself. For those who don't know about wide-
board canoes OR Walter Walker, run, don't walk, to your nearest bookstore and get a copy of John Jennings's
book "The Canoe - A Living Tradition" published by Firefly books. You might also want to surf the Wooden
Canoe Hertage Association's website - Mark Morrall has posted building-sequence photos there of a wide-board
canoe he built in 2004-2005. And if you are already keen on wood canoes or are inspired by what you see, be
sure to look at the Canadian Canoe Museum's website.

LW
If you have any tidbits of wooden boat information, news, or data of interest to others, send me an email at
info@westlakeboats.com
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Strike the Bell
by Larry Westlake

At the Club's 2007 Annual General Meeting no-one could be found to take the place of Past President Bill Boyd.
Nor could anyone be found to accept the responsibilities of the Vice President's position. With the reorganization
of the newly elected 2008 Board of Directors not yet complete, no regular club meeting was held in January. In
spite of my specific request for information for this newsletter, sent to all the current board members, | received no
response at all - not even one acknowledgement of my request for information.

Unable to get any information about our situation from those who are now in charge, | queried Past President Bill
Boyd, a reliable communicator who always kept people informed of club activities. Bill put his heart (and a
tremendous amount of time) into his presidential duties over the past year, and was an effective and energetic
leader. He is still directing and managing the boatshop activities to complete the restoration of the D'Arcy skiff.

Bill responded to my puzzled inquiries with the following
characteristically very positive spin on the situation:

"The first formal meeting of the new board has been held. Lacking
official leadership, the current board members will attempt to conduct
the affairs of the club on a consensus basis. The Directors are
planning a program of interesting meetings and on-the-water activities
for the 2008 small wooden boat season. Please stay tuned, stay out of
the rain, and keep your small wooden boat dreams alive."

Although | generally agree with Bill in everything, | bristle at the
suggestion that | should stay out of the rain. Most of the things | enjoy
somehow involve getting cold and wet and staying that way for several
hours at a time, and my life would seem meaningless without those
pleasantly piquant discomforts frequently indulged (see sidebar). You
might want to keep in mind that confession and the unrepented lack of
common sense it demonstrates, as you read my opinion below.

| personally doubt that leadership by a committee can be effective for
long. Without one person charged with overseeing activities - including
communication - the buck stops nowhere. Several of our board
members are long-serving, experienced, and dedicated, but their time
is already fully committed (and sometimes over-committed) to other
important work. Some of them are full-time boatbuilders, researchers,
archivists, etc. who are already spending time and overtime to
preserve the skills and knowledge of wooden boat building and history.
The program of events they are working on for this year will probably
continue to offer offer hands-on construction, information lectures,
skills workshops, boats-on-the-water days, restoration projects, and
support of the Granville Island Wooden Boat Festival.

Whether committee leadership works well or merely works, one thing
that will always make a significant difference to a volunteer
organization such as ours is involvement.

| believe that participating in the organizational work for the kind of
events we conduct gives back to volunteers as much as or more than it
requires of them. That's why | volunteer to edit this newsletter. |

For those of you who would like to have fun getting
cold and wet, but aren't sure how to start, | offfier
following successful method: Plan a rowing trip in
April or March (to avoid crowds); get booted ofeth
intended campsite by hostile property owners; oot
rowing for the next likely haul-out as it gets dddnd
on a beach you can't see but that at least apfehes
sheltered; jump into thigh-deep water (thinkingsit
ankle-deep) to protect the boat from rocks; workafio
hour or so at low tide hauling your overloaded (24
yards over roller-logs to get beyond high-waterknar
pitch your tent in the dark on solid rock at a 4fsyee
angle as it starts to drizzle; wedge yourself pidicks
to prevent rolling downhill in your sleep; wake ap
6am when the mattress spontaneously deflates; stig
your head outside and notice that the tide is High,
falling, so (to avoid another long haul of the hoat
scramble madly to break camp and get out on therw
without eating anything; eat cold food out of a caif
you can find a can in the hastily-packed chaosilewh
rowing; row directly into any cool brisk breezeth
may be blowing, but beam-on to any seaway if at al
possible; comb your hair when the sun comes out
around noon; and repeat as necessary until yooutin
of days and the holiday is over. "Man, that wageat
trip!" Be sure to get lots of pictures to prove it

encourage those of you who have the time to get involved to let the board members know you are interested and
willing to help. The events are fun to be part of and if you've been responsible for them they are very satisfying
accomplishments. Perhaps after a year of participation and familiarization, one of you will be ready for the
leadership position next year, or will support one of this year's new board members to assume that role for 2009.
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NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

Deadline for Spring/Summer issue is  April 1

Submissions are welcome. Requirements, allowable
file formats, and regular deadlines are posted on the
web at: www.woodenboatclub.ca/newsletters.htm

ARTICLES for the newsletter should be about
Wooden Boats, associated skills, or related events
and activities. Good photos of wooden boats you've
seen around or built yourself are always of interest -
include a caption giving details.

ADVERTISEMENTS:

If you have a wooden boat, boat equipment,
boatbuilding tools, or materials to sell, this is a great
place to advertise them. Submit short, classified style
ads to the newsletter editor.

The cost for ads is...

* free for personal ads by members

* $10 per personal ad for non-members
* $20 per issue for commercial ads

GILLNETTERS IN BC - The large fleets of gillnetters
employed many men. Some of these men sent photos
home, like this one that has survived in a family album.
These family photos are a valuable, but unfortunately
almost inaccessible resource. Community heritage
archiving projects make these available in future. LW

Wood and Water - WINTER 2008

Oarlock and Sail Wooden Boat
Club

MEMBERSHIP:

New members are always welcome. Pass one
of these forms to a friend if you think they may
be interested, or bring them to a meeting to
test the waters.

Three newsletters are published annually, with
optional email notification of all meetings and
events.

Clip the form, write us a cheque, and send
them now!

please indicate if this is...
Membership Renewal

New Membership

Name (Print)

Address

City

Province

Postal Code

Phone

E-Mail

| am enclosing $30.00 for one year’s full
membership dues.

| am enclosing $20.00 for one year’s

associate membership (available only to
persons living outside of the greater
Vancouver area).

Signature

Page 9



