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Club member, Fraser MacLean, works on a trunnel as David 
Bradford holds the plank and frames .  This was  part of  David 
Bradford s trunnel making workshop during the September 
meeting at the Vancouver Maritime Museum.  

Purpose of the club:   
To create the opportunity for people interested in small wooden 
boats to get together to socialize and exchange knowledge.   
To develop the small wooden boat community.  
To bring together resources to assist in the future development of 
a wooden boat centre,  
To foster interest in, enjoyment of and construction of small 
wooden boats.

 

http://www.woodenboatclub.ca/
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The View From the Tiller 
By: Gerry Stensgaard, October 2004 

Rain is pattering on the window, the trees are putting on their autumn show and there is a definite 
chill in the air. The signs are clear that the season for getting afloat is drawing to a close. 
Hopefully there will still be a few more fine days to savour before the less hardy of us lay up our 
small craft for the winter.  

The Oarlock and Sail Wooden Boat Club (OLAS) has had a busy and productive summer. The 
June meeting was our traditional mid-summer float-in held at Deer Lake in Burnaby. There was a 
good turnout for this, with eight boats and many OLAS members, family and friends present. 
Through the spring and summer, work has proceeded well on the Vogler skiff restoration. Year-
end completion is anticipated for this project.  

Late August brought the Vancouver Wooden Boat Festival. Despite lacklustre weather this year, 
the festival was quite well attended, and a number of new members were signed up. Welcome 
aboard! As usual, Oarlock and Sail members did yeoman duty at the Family Boatbuilding event 
and in running the small boat races. The Festival ended on a sad note with Festival organizer and 
OLAS member Jan Bellamy suffering a brain aneurysm while helping to wrap the festival. 
Thankfully, she is making an amazing recovery. Please remember Jan in your thoughts and 
prayers, as she still has some distance to go. 

A very important achievement this summer was the club s acquisition of a liability insurance 
policy. This long-sought-after coverage frees us to branch out in various ways, particularly with 
regard to club-sanctioned on-the-water activities. As a case in point, the Oarlock and Sail Boat 
Users Group (OSBUG) became operational in July. For an additional fee of $50 (above basic 
Oarlock and Sail membership), OSBUG members gain use the club s ever-growing fleet of boats. 
This year there were five OSBUG members, and I look forward to expansion of this group in 
coming seasons. OSBUG membership requirements and rules and regulations may be viewed on 
the club website at http://woodenboatclub.ca/.  

OLAS s Annual General Meeting will take place on Thursday, November 18. This will mark the 
completion of my fourth year as president of the Oarlock and Sail Wooden Boat Club, and I have 
decided to step down at this time. I feel that periodic renewal of the president's position is critical 
to maintaining the vitality of the club. As Past President, I intend to continue as an active Oarlock 
and Sail member. 

My time as president has been rewarding, and at times challenging. During the past four years, a 
number of opportunities have presented to the club. With the able assistance of the Board of 
Directors and membership we have been able to grasp these opportunities and move towards our 
stated goal of establishing a Vancouver Wooden Boat Centre . I look forward to the ultimate 
achievement of this objective. 

In closing, I would like to thank the club for giving me the opportunity to serve as president of 
this great little club. I must also express my sincere gratitude to the Board members and general 
members who have lent their help and support during my tenure. Please make every effort to 
attend the AGM on November 18, and consider standing for the Board of Directors. Nominations 
Committee Chairman Bill Boyd can be contacted at 604-536-4346. 

http://woodenboatclub.ca/


Wood and Water                                                                                                           
Fall 2004 

3 

  

Ken Stephens E Scow Swampfox on the trailer at Mud Bay. At 28 feet, it is a long boat!   Picture by Ken Stephens.  

SWAMPFOX 
By Ken Stephens  

Swampfox is the not-so-glamorous name of my E-Scow ( E ). Her hull number is JBW- 10-69.   
JBW stands for Johnson Boat Works and 10-69 is the month/year that she was built.    

I brought her to South Surrey from Fargo, North Dakota in May 2004.  Miles McAllister, who 
owned her for the last 25 +/- years, told me the Bower brothers (of Bower Sails fame) won the 
Inland Lake Yachting Association annual perpetual challenge trophy for E s in her soon after she 
was built and then sold her.  He also told me that Buddy Melges sailed JBW-10-69 once to help 
tune her.  After a few years of sailing her Miles put her in storage, taking her out occasionally to 
restore her.  She hasn t been in the water for about 20-years.    

I marvel at the craftsmanship that has gone into her construction.  This craftsmanship is evident in 
her hull and her gear, much of which appears to have been handmade.  Everything has been hand-
fitted.  

E-Scows are a powerful, very competitive, flat bottomed, sloop rigged racing sailboat common in 
the central USA inland lake states such as Minnesota and Wisconsin.  Fleets can be found as far 
away as Florida and New York.  They are not well known on the west coast largely because they 
are designed for flat-water sailing.   

Although the E was accepted as an official class in 1924 by the Inland Lake Yachting 
Association, The E class continues today to be one of the fastest-rated centerboard-class sailboats 
available.  In the hands of experienced sailors, an E is capable of speeds achieved by modern 
high-tech centerboard-class racing sailboats such as the Olympic class 49 er (a skiff) and will 
leave others such as the Flying Dutchman and the 505 (planing, displacement hulls) looking as 
though they are standing still.  An E is capable of pulling one or more water skiers in a good 
wind.  

Here are some of an E s specifications: 
Length.................28-feet  
Beam...................6-foot 9-inches 
Moulded depth .19-inches  
Hull Weight..........965-pounds  
Crew....................3+ 

Sail Area  
Main..............228 sq.ft.  
Jib.................95 sq.ft.  
Spinnaker.....550 sq.ft.   
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The E has a wide deck and small cockpit providing plenty of room for the crew.  The crew works 
the boat and serves as ballast. It has an expansive fore deck and a blunt nose.  Unlike a 
displacement hull, a scow is designed to ride on top of the water rather than plow through it.  It is 
like a large surfboard.  The bottom is slightly dished down its center giving the boat some of the 
characteristics of a catamaran.  An E has dual bilge boards angled at approximately 19 degrees 
rather than a vertical centerboard.  An E also has dual rudders and tillers. The wood E is 
constructed much like a canoe with three criss-cross layers of 5/16th cedar planks on oak ribs with 
6-inch-centers.  The wood decks are covered in painted canvas to reduce the likelihood of the 
crew slipping.  The exterior of the hull is finished with a mixture of varnish and white paint in a 
process called blonding.  A wood E had a 30-foot spruce mast, a 16 ½-foot wood boom and a 
wood spinnaker pole, although aluminum spars are a popular substitute.  

The name Scow is from the Dutch word schouw and is one of the many flat bottomed boats 
sailed in Dutch waters for over 400-years. It was introduced to England, USA and Canada in the 
1890s where it was used for racing.  The English called theirs the Half-Rater.  The Canadian 
boats won many of the early North America competitions, consistently beating the Americans and 
British.  In these early years, scow design rules and technology changed rapidly in pursuit of 
faster boats and Canada lost its preeminence in 1905.  

The best known North American sailing scows now are the 38-foot A-Scow, the 28-foot E-Scow 
and the 20-foot C-Scow.  The E is a smaller version of the A.  The C is cat-rigged.  There have 
been B and D Scows in the past but these have transformed into the other designs. There is an 
old, wood D (about 18-foot) located at Kitsilano Yacht Club.  Other less established versions are 
the M-16, MC-Scow and the SuperScow.   

The last wood E was built around 1975 when wood construction of E s was entirely replaced by 
the less costly, more easily maintained fiberglass construction.  A few wood Es are still around 
and are used for challenging day-sailing and club level racing more than for serious racing.  

I look forward to sailing Swampfox in the warm, protected waters of Mud Bay in the years to 
come and anticipate that her handicap will be me.   


