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Wood and Water 
The Oarlock and Sail Wooden Boat Club Newsletter 

 Oarlock and Sail Wooden Boat Club is a Registered Society in the Province of B.C.  

Sam Mc is Launched! 

On Saturday October 26, 2002 the Heidi skiff Sam Mc was launched at the 
Vancouver Maritime Museum’s Heritage Harbour.  
 
The Sam Mc is named after Sam McKinney, who built the floating 
workshop shed at the Heritage Harbour. He helped our club get established 
at the VMM. The boat was built as a demonstration project showing 
traditional small boat construction. Construction started on May 25, 2001. 
 
Following the launch ceremony, several members sailed and rowed the 
Sam Mc on the waters of English Bay.  It was a proud moment for the club.
 
Look at pages 3 and 4 for more pictures.  Joan Burrows, Burtt Fidler, Gerry 
Stensgaard and Richard Szperkowicz took the pictures in this photo essay.  
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Canada 
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The View from the Tiller 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Oarlock and Sail Wooden Boat Club's Annual General Meeting was held on November 21, 2002. I 
was encouraged by the good turn out of members for what can potentially be a rather dull affair. Such 
broad interest in the operation of the club is evidence that the membership is truly committed to 
OLAS's continued growth and development. Thank you for your continued support! 
 
Since I am still writing this column, you may correctly infer that I was re-elected President. Otherwise, 
the 2002-03 Board of Directors consists of: 

Vice President  Bill Boyd 
Secretary-Treasurer Gary Mosier 
Members at Large David Bradford 
   Burtt Fidler 
   Steve Kilgour 
   Charles Moore 
   Mark Reuten 
   Richard Szperkowicz 

If you have any questions, problems, suggestions, or comments concerning Oarlock and Sail activities, 
please feel free to approach any member of the Board. The matter will then be brought up at the next 
executive meeting.  
 
I wish to thank retiring Secretary-Treasurer Des Wilson for his many years of excellent service, and I 
extend a warm welcome to new Board members David Bradford, Burtt Fidler and Charles Moore. 
Furthermore, I applaud the returning Board members for their on-going commitment to the Oarlock 
and Sail Wooden Boat Club. Our club is not financially rich, but we make up for it with a wealth of 
capable and enthusiastic members who give generously of their time and effort.  
 
Our December meeting was OLAS's traditional Christmas/winter party at David Bradford's Alder Bay 
Boat Company on Granville Island. I think that the party was the best ever, with cooperative weather, 
great food, warm fellowship and festive music. Thanks again to David for hosting the event. 
 
Programs for winter and spring monthly meetings are currently under development. Some of the topics 
under consideration include "small boat seamanship", "principles of boat design", "the hand-liners" (by 
Charles Moore) and "places to go with small boats". Definitely not to be missed will be OLAS's 
second annual midsummer "cruise" around Deer Lake in Burnaby (June 19). We are always on the 
look-out for meeting ideas, so if you have a suggestion, or would like to volunteer to give a 
presentation, please come forward.  
 
The Vogler rowboat restoration project is making steady progress. If you haven't seen it, make a point 
of stopping by the Alder Bay boat shop on a Saturday afternoon to take a look, or to become involved.  
 
In closing, I'll take this opportunity to wish the Oarlock and Sail crew fair winds and smooth seas in 
2003. 
 
Gerry Stensgaard, President 
Oarlock and Sail Wooden Boat Club 
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More Pictures from the launch of the Sam Mc on October 22.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
The sun did come out eventually.  Several 
members had a chance to sail and row her.  
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…And Still More Pictures from the launch. 
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The Club’s Other Project: The Restoration of the Vogler Skiff 
 
This boat was built in the 1920’s by the Vogler boat yard in Victoria. It is a good example 
of the kind of skiff that was once quite common in these parts. This handsome little boat 
served for many years as part of the livery at Yellow Point Lodge.  Pictured below are 
some of the crew who work on the skiff on Thursday evenings and Saturday Mornings in 
the loft of David Bradford’s Alder Bay Boat Co on Granville Island.   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
David Bradford took these pictures of 
club members working on the skiff.  

 
 

 
 

 




